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Housing greater part of the population lives herded
encSs together In mean and tiny rooms., which In
winter are almost airless. Queues form outside
the lavatories. Eminent politicians, writers,,
and scientists., with large incomes, live more
primitively than many a humble citizen of the
West.

I often wondered, particularly during the
first weeks of my visit, whether these everyday

And still inconveniences were not bound to wear down

contented

the contentment of which I have already
spoken; but such is not the case. The Soviet
people have endured many long years of the
worst forms of privation, and the times when
light and water were becoming increasingly
scarce, and they lined up outside the shops for
bread and herrings, are still fresh In their
memories. Their economic planning has vin-
dicated Itself and has got rid of these gravest
miseries; in the near future the less important
ones which still exist will disappear too. The
citizens of Moscow joke about these minor
inconveniences, usually, If not always, with
complete good humour,'but they never think
of allowing these shortcomings to blind them
to the big things which life in the Soviet Union